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Environmental Impact of recreational and fund raising events in the Upper Calder and Ryburne Valleys

The idea of discussing the environmental impact of events came out of work done by CLDWA (Calderdale Long Distance Walkers Association) and CROWS (Calderdale Rights of Way Services). It recognises that organisers of events involving large numbers of people, whether recreational or for fund-raising purposes, should have a responsibility to minimise environmental damage from their event. The aim of this initiative is to encourage organisations to run events in the countryside, not to control or block them, but to establish good practice for sustaining the event for the future.
Aims of this paper
· To help ensure that routes are safe and suitable for large groups of people.

· To help ensure that environmental damage is minimised by preventative action.

· To help ensure that any direct environmental damage is remedied after the event

Assessing the route prior to the event

Our assumption is that the organisers of any event will have the expertise to assess whether a route is safe and not vulnerable to excessive damage. If an organisation feels that it wants advice and guidance, CROWS is happy to help. Where appropriate, pairs of experienced CROWS volunteers will walk out the route to: 

· deal with simple obstructions e.g. cutting back foliage

· identify sections where remedial work could to be done before the event

· identify where there are blockages that need Highways Dept intervention

· identify sections where it is thought that consideration should be given to changing the route

· identify sections that may need work doing after the event

CROWS will carry out this service for no charge.
Carrying out preventative work

An event organiser may want some work doing on the route before the event, e.g. surface clearing, drainage, cutting back or stile repairs. CROWS will carry out the work as directed or produce a costed schedule of suggested works. The event organisers will have the ultimate say as to what work will be done. 

Carrying out remedial work after the event

If after the event the organisers identifies damage that they feel needs repairing (this can be as a result of complaints), CROWS will walk out the route and produce a costed schedule of suggested works (again often drainage issues). The event organisers will have the ultimate say as to any work which will be done. 

If preferred, CROWS will just carry out specific pieces of work as identified and requested by the organiser.

Event organiser’s Role
An event organiser will always decide what work they want doing on the route, irrespective of any advice given by CROWS.

The cost of any work carried out has to be born by the event organiser. CROWS will provide estimates to cover the costs of materials, transport, insurance and volunteer expenses. 
The money to pay for any works can be paid out of money raised for the event e.g. by including an environmental charge on the entry fee or out of the money raised from the event.

From the work done with CLDWA, it was agreed that the environmental costs of the event should be transparent to the people taking part instead of trying to hide them. There was a positive response from CLDWA participants to this approach.
CROWS obligations
CROWS volunteers will only work on Rights of Way and permissive paths with the landowner’s permission.

CROWS work is insured against third party claims.

CROWS may refuse to carry out work if it is felt to be unsafe or detrimental to the environment.

Questions and Queries
Please get in touch by sending an email to us and we will respond as quickly as we can.

CROWS are happy to talk to any organisation running an event with no assumptions about the outcome.

